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Ladies and Gentlemen,  
Dear organizers, 
Dear EXPO exhibitors and visitors attending also this event 
Dear friend Tadeusz Popielas 
 
I would like to thank you, on behalf of the European Lift Association (ELA), 
for your kind invitation to participate in this conference focusing on a very 
important topic: “the future of the lift industry.” In a few minutes, the ELA 
President (Mr. Roberto Zappa) is expected to represent our European 
vision, on this essential issue. 
 
From my part, I am very honoured to bring the greetings of the Association 
which has PALM among its most prestigious members.  
 
ELA is, unquestionably, the leading non-profit organisation representing 
the lift, escalator and moving walkway industry in Europe. Our mission is 
essentially to represent small, medium, and large companies, to promote 
safety, quality, and the highest technical standards in the industry. To 
achieve our goal, together with our members representing the main 
national industry associations, PALM is represented at its higher level, by 
its Secretary General, our friend Tadeusz Popielas, we participate in the 
formulation of codes, standards, and regulations with national, European 
(CEN) and international (ISO) organisations aligning on their 
implementation. 
 
The association is organised around 8 thematic Committees and 6 technical 
Working Groups where about 200 experts from the different companies, 
also members of PALM, as my friend Lukasz Ksiezopolski, sit.  
 



ELA is pushing hard to work beyond Europe’s borders, and our members 
include several non-European associations including UK, Turkey, 
Switzerland … up to China..  
 
ELA is also the driving force behind the World Elevator & Escalator 
Federation (WEEF), where the main global partners in the sector are 
represented, sharing a fundamental goal: to spread the application of ISO 
standards, everywhere in the world. 
 
Well, I don't want to make my greetings too long, so I will stop here.  
 
I will of course remain at your disposal during the Q&A section but I would 
like to thank the organisers, once again, for this very welcome invitation. 
 


